18      HISTOKY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

by Bel-kudur-usur and Ninib-apal-esharra, in whose
day the Babylonians under the leadership of Meli-
Shipak and Marduk-apal-iddina invaded Assyria
and stripped the once powerful kingdom of all its
southern and part at least of its northern and
western conquered territory. Apparently all was
lost that the Assyrian kings of the earlier day
had won, and the end of Assyrian leadership had
come, but the motive force of the Assyrians was
not destroyed.

The successor of Mnib-apal-esharra was Asshur-
dan (about 1210 B. C.), and with him begins the
rehabilitation of Assyrian power. He crossed the
jiver Zab, and invading the territory which had
been for some time considered Babylonian, re-
stored a small section of it to Assyria. We know
little else of his reign, but this is sufficient to
mark the turning point and explain what follows.
His great-grandson, Tiglathpileser, boasts of him
that he reached a great age.1 In his reign the
rugged virtues of the Assyrians were preparing for
the reawakening which was soon to come. Of
the following reign of his son, Mutakkil-Nuskua
(about 1150 B. C.), we have no information, though
we are probably safe in the supposition that his
father's work was continued, for we find in Baby-
lonian history, as has been, seen, no evidence of
any weakening of Assyria, but rather the contrary.

1 Prism inscription of Tiglathpileser I, col. vii, lino fi4

3 He !s mentioned by Tiglathpileser I (Prism inscription, col vii, lines
45-48) and ban left us a brief inscription (George Smith, Awtyrwn ftiwtm.
tries, pp. 142, 251).